Hamlet Analysis: Turning Evidence into an Analysis
You have read Hamlet and now you need to write an essay analyzing something important in the text. How do you do it?!
Glance over your proposal, especially your 8-12 pieces of evidence related to your topic?  What patterns do you see?  What specific or general elements get repeated?

Shakespeare purposefully chose those patterns or repeated events for a purpose.  He left them as guideposts for you to follow to the theme–the lesson or moral of the story–so that you can learn something about humanity and yourself.  You want to write about this theme.  How do you create a thesis (and thus, an analysis) from these patterns or repeated elements?

1.  
List all of the instances of the pattern or repeated element.  You should have done this in your paper proposal, but perhaps you’ll need to add or remove some evidence at this point. BE SURE you cite the Act, scene, and lines you are referring to, and copy down your evidence WORD FOR WORD.
2.   
Ask yourself the simple question:  What is the pattern?  What do you see happening again and again? The answer to this question will be different depending on what you’ve chosen to focus on. 
3.  
Ask yourself the interpretive question:  What does the evidence point towards?  What is my interpretation of the evidence?  What does the evidence "mean"?  You don’t know for sure what Shakespeare was thinking when he wrote Hamlet (nor does anyone). That’s why this is YOUR interpretation: you have the power to decide what this all means! 
4.  
Ask yourself the application question:  What comment does my interpretation say about the text as a whole or about the social or historical values in it?  How does my interpretation connect to an enduring understanding?  Why does my interpretation "matter"? What are you going to tell your audience about Hamlet that we may not have considered before? And how are you going to prove it to us? 
The strongest thesis statements do not merely report what the text "says"; rather, they use what the text says to offer one interpretation of the text (the "means") and an application outside of the text (the "matters").

A strong thesis statement accomplishes the following:

1) Identifies something specific in the text worth arguing about (i.e. a motif, the structure, the style, figurative language, imagery, characters, etc.). This really should be done – you picked your topic!

2) Offers an interpretation of this specific idea. What does this all mean? 

3) States why the idea is important to the greater meaning of the work as a whole or to the text's social or historical value (the "matters"). Why should we care? 
An excellent thesis uses a single sentence with specific and clear words, action verbs, and a straightforward style.  The thesis tells the reader what you will focus on, it is smart, and it is not obvious (i.e. there is room for argument).  English essays usually have their thesis at the end of the introduction.

If you're stuck on how to structure your thesis, you could try using the model below:

(Specific idea you noticed) + (insert relevant "signifies" synonym) + (Interpretation) + in order to + (Application)


A brief list of some common synonyms for "signifies" that you can use to introduce your interpretation (these are all slightly different—choose the one that fits your meaning the best):

Reveals

Suggests

Represents

Symbolizes

Shows

Characterizes

Implies

Indicates

Demonstrates

Illustrates

Expresses

Explains

Exemplifies

Means

Depicts

Describes

Points out

Denotes

Refers to

Alludes to

Portrays


Example: The repeated guise of madness (specific idea I noticed) in Shakespeare’s Hamlet demonstrates (synonym for “signifies”) that a departure from norms (interpretation) creates (in order to) freedom from social and political restrictions (application).

Topic Sentences
The topic sentence comes first in a body paragraph, establishes the writer's main point in the paragraph (a point that helps prove the thesis), and introduces the evidence that will support that main point.  Each topic sentence breaks down the thesis into one specific point that your evidence will support.  
Make sure that each topic sentence briefly references 1) a specific part of the text (the evidence you'll use in the paragraph … ak.a the "say") and 2) part of the thesis (both the interpretive "mean" and the applied "matter" in a balanced-body essay or just one of them for the progressing-argument essay).  Please resist the temptation to merely summarize the story by retelling it in chronological order.

Thesis:
The repeated guise of madness in Shakespeare’s Hamlet demonstrates a departure from norms creates freedom from social and political restrictions.
BP1: 
As Hamlet first begins to act insane, he is freed from social restrictions regarding how he speaks to those around him – both his superiors and his subordinates.
BP2: 
Without this guise of madness, Hamlet would be unable to express his complex feelings toward the women in his life – his mother and Ophelia – as it would have been frowned upon for a man to do so in this time period.  

BP3:
By the end of the play, Hamlet’s pretend madness leads to the duel in which he is finally able to enact revenge for his father’s murder. 

Other helpful reminders:
· Use the OEA process for this type of essay. Make an observation (connected to your thesis statement, of course), cite evidence for that observation (a quote from the text), and analyze it – tell us how/why it relates to the “big picture” referred to in your thesis.

· In text citations for Shakespeare are quite simple; use (Act. Scene. Lines) --- numbers ONLY! For example: (1. 2. 1-3). Keep your quotations LESS than four lines. To show where the poetry is divided into lines, use “/”. For example: “No, no, he is dead./ Go to thy deathbed” (4. 5. 195-6).
Here are the types of words you can use to introduce your application:





Exposes				Criticizes				Proves


Argues				Advocates				Condemns








