MISSOULA COUNTY
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
INDIAN EDUCATION
DEPAR T M E NT
Editor’s Corner

- Cathie Cischosz

The academic year is off to a great start. We welcomed Melissa Hammett to our department. Melissa
jumped right in to her assigned schools and has been doing an amazing job with the kids.
I am assigned to Hawthorne Elementary, Cold Springs Elementary, and Jefferson Preschool. I will begin
reading Native American books to the students at Jefferson in November. I am excited as the Indian
Education for All Department expands their services to the preschool this year.
The Native American Heritage Week performances with Terrance Littletent was uplifting and well received by our students and community. Littletent really engaged the audience with his skills and message. I would sure like to see him visit us again!

November 12, 2015

The Spooky Scary Halloween Rounddance event was a huge success. I hope everyone had the opportunity to attend. Congratulations to the newly-elected members of our Parent Advisory Committee.
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I would like to extend a special thank you to my colleagues and to Jodee Zunker for assisting the Indian
Education for All Department this fall. I look forward to seeing everyone at the Winter Gathering on
December 10, 2015.
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Please feel free to contact me anytime via email, ccichosz@mcps.k12.mt.us or call (406)728-2400, ext.
1064.
Check out our website and Facebook pages at www.mcpsmt.org - select “Academics”, select Indian
Education Programs Facebook: MCPS Indian Education Department
These are excellent sites to keep apprised of our activities/events. Thank you for your continued support.

4
5

2015-16 EVENT CALENDAR
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EVENT

DATE

TIME

LOCATION

CONTACT

Cecil Crawford Honored

The Teacher’s Corner

Jake’s Place

◊

Pictures

Thursday, Dec. 10,
2015

6:00-8:00 p.m.

CS Porter

Ray Kingfisher

Open Gym/Drumming

Sundays, Jan.10-Feb. 1:00-4:00 p.m.
28, 2016

CS Porter

All Staff
Glenda Weasel
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Upcoming Events

◊
◊
◊

Winter Gathering

Native Youth Powwow Saturday, Mar. 19,
2016

Grand Entry 1:00 &
7:00 p.m.

CS Porter

Missoula Native Youth Thursday, Apr. 14,
Conference
2016

8:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

3rd Floor, UC, UofM Glenda Weasel

6:00-8:00 p.m.

DoubleTree Inn

Senior Dinner

Calendar
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Thursday, May 26,
2016

Note from Jodee
11-12

Indian Education Department, B2
215 South 6th St. West
Missoula, MT 59801

Melissa Hammett

2015-2016
Welcome Back
Students and Families!

The 2015-2016 academic year is upon us and we are excited to start the academic year with you.

Mission:
Help Native American students achieve academically,
culturally, and socially to graduate and become successful
lifelong learners.

You can also volunteer for events/activities and complete
our Needs Assessment Survey for our Title VII grant (see
next page).

The newsletter provides detailed information on upcoming
activities and important contact information for the Indian
Education for All staff.

Staff Contact Information and School Assignments
Name

Title

Phone
728-2400

Email

Assigned Schools

Region 3 Executive
Allen, Karen

Arrowtop, Jake

Director/Indian Ed. Dept. Ext. 1074
Supervisor

kallen@mcps.k12.mt.us

Native American Specialist Ext. 1049 jcarrowtop@mcps.k12.mt.us

Big Sky High School, Lewis & Clark,
Lowell Element, Paxson Elementary

Beals, Kate

IEFA Cultural Liaison

Ext. 1068

kkbeals@mcps.k12.mt.us

All MCPS Elementary Schools

Bell, Matt

Big Sky/Willard Native
American Studies

Ext. 8634

mkbell@mcps.k12.mt.us

Big Sky High School and Willard
Alternative High School Teacher

Ext. 1064

ccichosz@mcps.k12.mt.us

Cold Springs Elementary, Hawthorne
Elementary, Jefferson Preschool

Teacher/AIBL Advisor
Cichosz, Cathie

Native American
Community Specialist

Hellgate High School, Rattlesnake
Elementary, Chief Charlo Elementary
Hammett, Melissa Native American Specialist Ext. 1028 mshammett@mcps.k12.mt.us
Schools, Willard Alternative High
School Program
CS Porter Middle School, Meadow
Hill Middle School, Washington MidKingfisher, Ray
Native American Specialist Ext. 1047 rdkingfisher@mcps.k12.mt.us
dle Schools, Sentinel High School,
Seeley-Swan High School

Larum, Nancy

Weasel, Glenda

Hellgate ESL/Native

Ext. 6633
American Studies Teacher
Title 7/Native American
Specialist/Data Support Ext. 1063
Staff

nlarum@mcps.k12.mt.us

Hellgate High School Teacher

gfweasel@mcps.k12.mt.us

Russell Elementary
Franklin Elementary

The Indian Education Dept. would like to THANK all the nominees
for considering the position of being on our Title VII Parent Advisory Committee Board. A BIG Thank YOU the MCPS community
members who voted for the new Parent Advisory Committee on
Thursday, October 29 at Lewis and Clark Elementary.

Title VII Parent Advisory Committee
2015-2016
Suzette LaPlant
Anya Means

The Title VII Parent Advisory Committee Meetings are
held the 1st Wednesday of every month in the MCPS
Administration Building, Room B2.

Jennifer Means
Kim McLean
Dustin Monroe
Teacher Rep: Matt Bell
Student Reps: Chloe Dittloff and Sydnie Racine

Smoke Signals

- Melissa Hammett

My name is Melissa Hammett and I am the newest member to the Indian Education Department as one of the Native American Specialists. I am an enrolled member of the Blackfeet Nation from Browning, Montana. I am assigned to four schools—Willard Alternative
High School, Rattlesnake Elementary, Chief Charlo Elementary, and Hellgate High School—and my current goal is to become more
familiar with the students.

Weekly Schedule
Monday

Willard Alternative High School

Tuesday

Rattlesnake Elementary

Wednesday

Chief Charlo Elementary

Thursday

Hellgate High School

Willard Alternative High School: On Mondays I meet with students at Willar d, however if our schedules ar e not compatible, I
make other attempts during the week to meet with them. You usually find me in the third floor lounge, in Matt Bell’s classroom, or just
wandering the building. I was able to meet most of the students during a student forum group held in September. Not only did the forum
act as an introduction for me, but it was a great way to get all of the students together to discuss any concerns or issues they currently
have.
Rattlesnake and Chief Charlo Elementary Schools: I have established gr eat r elationships and connections with both the Native
students and staff. I usually go into the students’ classrooms to provide extra help where needed. I also have lunch with the students, go
outside with them during recess, and meet with them individually or in groups. My goal is to eventually start incorporating cultural activities and teachings to the students and/or to the classrooms as a whole. I had the pleasure of teaching some of my Chief Charlo students how to play the stick game and the meaning behind it.
Hellgate High School: At Hellgate High School ther e ar e club meetings ever y Thur sday dur ing lunch in Mr s. Lar um’s Room
240. The students decided on a new club name, the Native American Honoring Society. In addition to this club, there is a new volunteer
mentoring program called the “Native Navigation Crew” where Native students mentor other Native students who are new or in need of
extra support. There is a Facebook page for Hellgate students called “Hellgate High School Native Students.” If you are a parent or a
student of Hellgate, please join this page as this is a great way to share information or news. Of all of the Missoula County Public
Schools, Hellgate High School has the highest Native student population and I set a goal to make contact with all the Native American
Students currently enrolled there.
Each one of us Native American Specialists provide something different and special to the Indian Education for All Program, but our
ultimate goals are basically the same—we want our Native students in the Missoula County Public Schools to be successful academically
and incorporate our Native culture into their daily lives.

“When you see a new trail, or a footprint you do not know, follow it to the point of knowing.”
- Uncheedah, the Grandmother of Ohiyesa

Browning Public Schools
Meets with MCPS

Child Find Event
At Jefferson
School

Oki,
In early September, educators from Browning
Public Schools on the Blackfeet Reservation met
with Paxson Elementary Principal, Kelly Chumrau and a team of teachers to discuss Paxson’s
Dual Language Immersion program.
Paxson’s Spanish immersion program allows students to receive half of common core curriculum
in Spanish and the other half in English with the
goal that students become literate in both languages in all content areas. Browning Public
Schools is in the process of implementing their
own language program where they would focus
on teaching the Blackfoot language. Over the
course of a school day, Browning educators discussed models of instruction, learned how a
Paxson school day is structured, and observed
lessons being taught in the classroom.
Proficiency in an additional language increases
cognitive flexibility and Paxson offers an opportunity to become literate in one of the fastest
growing languages in the country. Browning
Public Schools would be implementing a culturally relevant program where Browning students
would be given the opportunity to learn their native language which is intrinsically tied to their
heritage. Both programs encourage student success and Paxson was able to share an educational
model with Browning Schools that will aid the
implementation of a Blackfoot dual language program.
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Browning Public Schools
Meets with
MCPS
M

2015-2016 MCPS
Indian Education
Department with Slam Dunk Champion Kenny Dobbs, (4th from
left)
Pictured from left to right: Glenda Weasel, Ray Kingfisher, Kate
Beals, Kenny Dobbs, Jake Arrowtop, and Karen Allen (not pic-

TSA NII TA PII WA (What’s happening)

-Ray Kingfisher

Oki,
The 2015-16 school year is off and running and the Indian Education for All Department is bustling. It is good to be back in the schools
and seeing how much the students have grown over the summer. We have already done so much with assistance from the community and
great collaboration.
Terrance Littletent (hoop dancer) came in for American Indian Heritage Week, September 21-25, 2015. He put on some
great shows in the community and schools. C.S. Porter hosted a great Native American Family orientation. The frybread was a huge hit, until the students broke out their rendition of “Old McDonald” on
the drum.
In addition, Meadow Hill Middle school hosted Salish elders that provided students with some great
storytelling. Sentinel High School erected a teepee on campus. During lunch club MUIHC gave some
great alcohol and tobacco prevention information. The students drummed and sang some great songs for Sentinel
Principal Ted Fuller and students.
At Washington Middle School we have been playing the “stick game” with the students as well as enjoying “drumming/singing. The students are really beginning to learn and request to do these activities weekly.
These are just some of the many things I have brought into the schools. I continually look at grades and attendance and strive to contact
students that may need assistance. I share some great words of encouragement in hopes of engaging these young people. So with that, I ask
YOU the parents/guardian’s to “push your students.” There are some very smart and intelligent young people coming through the District.
Given the opportunity, I know they could achieve anything.

Glenda, the Good Data Guru

-Glenda Weasel

The past two months have been very busy for me.
Here are the final Native American student enrollment numbers for September and October 2015

The numbers in the blue represent all the Native American students that are recognized according to the white cards that are signed by the
parent(s)/guardians within MCPS. The yellow numbers represent the Title VII recertification forms (506) the parent(s)/guardians have
completed and returned to the Indian Education Dept. office. The Title VII grant requires the District to have enrollment numbers on the
forms. If the child is enrolled his/her number is used. You can also use the parent’s enrollment number as well as the grandparent’s enrollment number if child is not enrolled.
The Indian Education Department has finalized the third part of the Title VII grant. Any questions please feel free to contact any one of
our Native American Specialists in the Indian Education Department.
Everyone have a wonderful day.
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Needs Assessment Survey
MISSOULA COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
TITLE VII INDIAN EDUCATION PROGRAM
NEEDS ASSESSMENT SURVEY
2015-2016
What do you feel are the most important needs of the Indian students in
your public school system? Please indicate by placing a circle around
the number.
1. Increase school readiness
2. Integration of Indian specific content into curriculum
3. Academic achievement
4. Knowledge of cultural identity and awareness
5. Enhance problem solving and cognitive skill development
6. School attendance rate
7. School dropout rate
8. Graduation rate
9. Career readiness skills
10. College enrollment
11. Substance abuse prevention
12. Increase parent participation
13. Other suggestions:
___________________________________________________

Please check the category(ies) that describe you (check all that apply):
Native American: Yes ____

No____

____ Parent/Guardian
____ Community member
____ High School Student
____Middle School Student
____Elementary School Student
____ Missoula County Public Schools District Employee
What do you think is working well in the Indian Education Department?

What are some areas that you would like to see addressed by the school
district or services that you would like to see offered by the Indian Education Department.

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Rank the three most important needs:
1. _________________________________________________
2. _________________________________________________
3. _________________________________________________

Cecil Crawford Honored

Please drop this by or mail to:
Missoula County Public Schools Indian Ed. Department B2
215 S. 6th Street West, Admin. Bldg.
Missoula, MT 59801
Your voice is very important to us! Thank you!

-Raymond Kingfisher

During the “Spooky Scary” Halloween Rounddance, The Indian Education Department honored Mr. Cecil Crawford for his outstanding
service to the district. Cecil laid the foundation for this department which allowed the current staff to enter the schools and be successful.
The community also praises Cecil for his work with the students. He is missed here in the department, but as a “starving artist,” he too has
a dream to live. We want to wish Cecil B. Crawford good luck in all his future endeavors.
—MCPS Indian Education Staff
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From Ahka’s Corner

-Kate Beals

I am Ahka (meaning ‘grandmother’ in Inupiaq the language of the people of the North slope of Alaska).
My final schedule for the 2015-2016 Read Aloud Program was completed by the beginning of the school year so one class could be
included by August 30. Otherwise, the class would have only one reading time in September because of the holiday and other nonschool days.
The schedule has gone through several changes already. It is flexible enough to accommodate teacher and parent requests. Several
issues about conflicting schedules with other district wide programs were amicably settled.
Without the cooperation of the District Library staff and the school librarians, the Read Aloud Program would be more difficult to implement. They provide the expertise in finding books suitable for kindergarten through second grade classrooms in 7 out of the 9 elementary schools in the District. For all that the librarians do, I thank them for their commitment to implementing the Indian Education
for All program.
There is one kindergarten student with whom I shall work this winter. Attendance is so important for young children. They are learning how to read, do math, and other important subjects important for their future employability and their roles in the greater society.
Missing school puts these children behind in their studies, a situation that the parents and children can solve with involvement by teachers and other school personnel.

The Teacher’s Corner

-Matt Bell

Hello,
My name is Matt Bell and I am a teacher at Big Sky High and the Willard Alternative High School Program. My family and I are from
the Fort Belknap (Nakoda and Aaniiih) reservation, so I love Montana (especially the High Line)! I went to college at the University of
Montana where I received a degree in English teaching and Native American studies.
I really appreciate being able to share my knowledge and love of Native American studies at Big Sky. In addition, at Willard I teach
various classes including a culinary class known as ‘Native Eats’ where we work with foods from the Americas. So with that, here is a
recipe perfect for the holidays:
Sweet Potato Casserole
Ingredients
For the sweet potatoes:
3 c (1 29-oz can) sweet potatoes, drained OR 3 sweet potatoes, peeled and sliced 1/4”
1 medium to large carrot, peeled and sliced 1/4”
1/2 c melted butter
Notes:
1/3 c milk
3/4 c sugar
◊ Sweet potatoes are indigenous to Central and South America.
1 t vanilla
◊ Cooking with cast iron is a great way to add iron to your diet!
2 eggs, beaten
Salt to taste
◊ There are a number of gluten-free flours that can be substituted.
For the topping:
5 T melted butter
2/3 c sugar
2/3 c flour
1 c pecan pieces

◊

Also, adding cranberries or maple syrup as a topping at the end
can be a good way to add sweetness without adding more sugar.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!

Instructions: Pr eheat the oven to 350 degr ees. Mash the sweet potatoes and add the melted butter , milk, sugar , vanilla, beaten
eggs, and a pinch of salt. Stir until incorporated. Pour into a shallow baking dish or a cast iron skillet. Combine the butter, brown sugar, flour, and pecan pieces in a small bowl, using your fingers to create moist crumbs. Sprinkle generously over the casserole. Bake for
25-35 minutes, until the edges pull away from the side of the pan and the top is golden brown. Let stand for the mixture to cool and
solidify a little bit before serving.

Glenda, the Good Data Guru, on SuccessMaker

-Glenda Weasel

The Indian Education Department would like to promote a new program called “ Success Maker.” This is a new program being used
in the Missoula County Public Schools. Students and parents are encouraged to contact their respective schools and inquire on how
to access this program for home use.

What is SuccessMaker?
SuccessMaker is a web-based instructional software tool that provides elementary and middle school learners with adaptive, personalized paths for
mastery of essential reading and math concepts and delivers outcome-based data to inform educational decision-making.

Why are we asking your child to use it at home?
SuccessMaker has the ability to assess where your child is currently performing and then it is able to provide instruction and practice at that level.
The program focuses instruction on areas where your child's skills need to be strengthened. As your child succeeds, the level increases. It also
has a strong focus on developing critical skills for reading and mathematics. SuccessMaker provides real world problems to help activate the link
between accessing prior knowledge and acquiring new abilities to strongly develop and improve comprehension. Your child's teacher has the
ability to access his/her results and then determine how best to deliver instruction and intervention, if necessary. With your help at home, your
child we be able to access SuccessMaker for the amount of time necessary (minimum: 3 times a week for 15-20 min each) current research suggests is necessary in order to make significant gains in reading and/or math.

Accessing Successmaker from Home
In order to access Successmaker from your home computer:
• You must have Internet access (faster than dial-up or the program won’t load properly)
• You must have Java installed on your computer (if you do not, it is a free download (go to www.java.com, click on Free Java Download, and
follow the prompts)

To Run the Program:
Go to http://sm.mcps.k12.mt.us/lms/sm.view
Click on “Click Below to Login”
Enter user name and password (see below)
Choose either a Reading or Math session (note: these sessions run 15-20 minutes or so, and multiple sessions can be completed in one evening)
My user name is: ___________________________________

My password is: ____________________________________

If you have any questions about SuccessMaker, please email or call your child’s teacher.

at Home
MCPS cannot provide technical support to home users beyond the information provided on this page. District and school technical
support staff may not troubleshoot issues with home computers. Access from home to SuccessMaker requires an adequate Internet connection, minimum computer specifications, correct versions of Java, Adobe Flash and Internet Explorer. All of these can affect the quality of
the user experience.
To access Successmaker go to:
http://sm.mcps.k12.mt.us/lms/sm.view
If you have trouble accessing SuccessMaker from home, you may find the following information helpful:
Minimum System Requirements

For Windows
For Mac

If you are reading a print version of this newsletter, go to our
website to access these hyperlinks:
http://mcpsmt.schoolwires.net/domain/1398

Check Java

http://www.java.com/en/download/installed.jsp

Check Flash

http://www.adobe.com/software/flash/about/

Download latest Java

http://www.java.com/en/download/manual.jsp

Download latest Flash

http://get.adobe.com/flashplayer/

In the News!
Below is a list of news stories about our staff members and events:

If you don’t want to type all this, go to our
website @ www.mcpsmt.org, Click on
Academics, click on Indian Education
Programs, go to the electronic version of
this newsletter and you can just click on
the link and it will take you to the video!

Native American hoop dancer shares culture at Missoula schools.
http://missoulian.com/news/local/native-american-hoop-dancer-shares-culture-at-missoula-schools/article_f028ace9-f194-5801ae54-0f71987a3aa7.html
Native Americans praise Missoula’s shift to Indigenous People’s Day
http://missoulian.com/news/local/native-americans-praise-missoula-s-shift-to-indigenous-people-s/article_dc8aff63-b390-53e4ae2c-60d51d3dfc0d.html
Denise Juneau is running for Congress.
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/article_d7d70059-cd02-5a90-b024-30ce49904e04.html
Bullock honors Elouise Cobell with November 5th proclamation.
http://missoulian.com/news/state-and-regional/article_51b0d8ed-7f6a-52cf-bc4a-ef3f0a8a34a7.html

Upcoming Events!!!
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-Come join us!

2015-2016 Take Note!
WHAT

WHEN

MCPS Indian Ed Department Every Friday
Meetings

-Jake Arrowtop

WHERE

Oki!

Indian Education
Department, Admin. Building Rm.
B-2

My name is Jake Arrowtop and I am a member of the Blackfeet
nation. I am a Native American Specialist for Missoula County
Public Schools. I am assigned to four schools within the district;
Paxson Elementary, Lewis and Clark Elementary, Lowell Elementary, and Big Sky High School.

Quarterly newsletter
submissions

DUE February and
May 2016

Submit to Cathie
Cichosz in the Indian Ed Department

Special Olympics 2016

May 17-20, 2016

Missoula

End of School Year BBQ

June 2015

A Little Note

Jake’s Place

-Jodee Zunker

I am a Montana native and grew up in the Northeast corner of the
state, in a very small town called Medicine Lake. Twenty years
ago, I came to Missoula to attend the University of Montana
where I graduated with a degree in Communication Studies.
For the last two years, I have worked for MCPS as a Sub/Flex
Secretary. This position has led me into the schools, and all over
the Administration Building—working with the Administrator of
Gifted Education (GE) and English Language Learners (ELL),
within the Superintendent’s Office , and now within the Indian
Education for All Department in the absence of Cathy Cichosz.

On the elementary level, we meet regularly via lunch clubs. The
clubs provide me with an opportunity to interact with multiple
students at once and they are consistently fun. This year I have
given multiple cultural presentations. I shared Blackfoot animal
vocabulary and the traditional uses of animals with the 2nd
graders at Lowell and presented on the process of assimilation
to the 5th graders at Lewis and Clark. During Native American
Heritage week, I worked with P.E. teachers and we taught traditional Native American games to a variety of classes. Additionally, I meet one on one with multiple students across the district
to check in and see how things are going.
At Big Sky High School, I have been meeting regularly with students. Students recognize me as an additional resource and I try to assist with a wide variety of things. This
year, I accompanied students to Salish Kootenai College where
they received a tour and explored possible career opportunities.
In mid-November, we’ll be touring the Native American Center
and the University of Montana as apart of Post-Secondary
Month.

I was assigned the task of constructing this newsletter and what
a job it has been! The Department has certainly been busy and
sharing that with all of you has been such a rewarding experience.

I maintain a space at lunch for the Big Sky Native students to
stop by and visit. The lunch club assisted me with the planning
of our Halloween Rounddance and also volunteered at the
event. The club also created a bulletin board celebrating Native
American heritage. In addition, I presented information about
the Dawe’s Act to Freshman Geography classes so they could
better understand the political processes of how traditional Indian lands diminished over time.

My Montana “Highline” roots taught me the importance of relationships and community. I want to thank the Indian Ed staff for
warmly welcoming me into the department, and for all of their
contributions to this newsletter. I could not have completed any
of the work I have without all of you.

I very much enjoy my time in all of my schools and I’m grateful
that I get to work so closely with the Indian population of Missoula. Please feel free to contact me at any time if you have any
concerns or questions.

Kindly,
Jodee Zunker

Page 10

Pictures! Pictures! Pictures!

Honoring
Ahka
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