
 

 

We’re in the final stretch of the school year and we are so proud of 
all the hard work and perseverance we’ve seen from our youth this 
year! All of us in the Native American Student Services Department 
would like to encourage all of you students to finish the school year 
strong.   
 
A very special congratulations to the 48 Native American students 
who graduated this year! Job well done!! We look forward to hearing 
about all the great things you accomplish in the years ahead. 
 
We’d like to express our gratitude to the MCPS administrators, board 
trustees, teachers, and staff for their continued support throughout 
the school year. We appreciate all of you! 
 
Finally, we ask that you please take a moment to complete our 2021-
22 Community Needs Assessment. This helps us as we plan our for 
next year. The form can be completed online at: MCPS NASS Com-
munity Needs Assessment or you can print the following page and 
return to either Glenda Weasel or Melissa Hammett. Thank you! 
 
Have a great summer! 
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Name Title Email Assigned Schools Phone  

728-2400 

Amy Shattuck Federal Programs Director 
ext. 

1054 
avshattuck@mcpsmt.org  

Glenda Weasel 
Title VI/Data Support/ 

Native American Specialist 

ext. 

1063 
gfweasel@mcpsmt.org Seeley Swan HS 

Ray Kingfisher Native American Specialist 
ext. 

1047 
rdkingfisher@mcpsmt.org 

CS Porter, Hellgate HS, 

Washington MS 

Melissa Hammett Native American Specialist 
ext. 

1028 
mshammett@mcpsmt.org Willard HS, Sentinel HS 

Dacia Griego Native American Specialist 
ext. 

1068 
dgriego@mcpsmt.org 

Rattlesnake, Paxson, 

Jefferson 

Mary Fran 

Plumage 
Native American Specialist 

ext. 

1049 
mfplumage@mcpsmt.org 

Russell, Chief Charlo, 

Meadow Hill MS, Jeanette 

Rankin 

Chayse Buckskin Native American Specialist 
ext.. 

1050 
cbuckskin@mcpsmt.org 

Franklin, Lewis & Clark, 

Lowell, Hawthorne 

Duran Caferro Native American Specialist 
ext. 

1064 
dcaferro@mcpsmt.org Big Sky 

Event Date Time Location 
Native American Heritage 

Day Celebration: Laughter 

is Good Medicine 

Monday, September 20th 
6:00pm-

8:00pm 

Ogren Park at Allegiance Field 

(Contact: Melissa Hammett) 

Trunk or Treat Friday, October 29th 4:00pm 
MCPS Admin Building 

(Contact: Dacia Griego) 

Winter Gathering Thursday, December 9th 
5:00pm-

9:00pm 

Meadow Hill 

(Contact: Ray Kingfisher) 

Family Fun Time 
Thursdays, January 6-

February 10  
*no family fun on 2/4 

5:00pm-

7:00pm 

Rattlesnake Elementary School 

(Contact: Mary Plumage) 

MCPS Native Youth 

Powwow 

Sentinel High School 

(Contact: Glenda Weasel) 
Cancelled  

Graduating Senior Dinner Thursday, May 4th 6:00pm 

Double Tree By Hilton Hotel Missoula  

(Contact: Dacia Griego and Glenda 

Weasel) 

End of the Year Gathering Friday, June 9th 
4:30pm- 

7:00pm 

Cold Springs Elementary School 

(Contact: Duran Caferro) 
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Congratulations to the Class of 2022! This year we are 

so proud to celebrate the 48 Native American seniors 

who are graduating this year! 

We were so happy to honor the graduates and their fami-

lies at the MCPS Native American Senior Dinner in May. 

We are so grateful for the community support in making 

this event happen. A special thank you to this year’s 

speakers: Mike Jetty, Dr. Aaron Thomas, Wilena Old 

Person, and George Kicking Woman; to our sponsors at 

the Human Resource Council; and to the Title VI Parent 

Advisory Committee for their planning and fundraising 

efforts throughout the year.  

A handful of the 2022 graduates who were honored at 

the MCPS Native American Senior Dinner  

The Highest GPA Award recipients. (L to R) Katelyn Schindler, 

Oliver Hughes, Kaylynn Wolf, and Shaye Ewing.  

Dr. Rob Watson, Amy Shattuck, and the NASS 

Staff at the MCPS Native American Senior Dinner 



 

 

Title VI 

Parent Advisory Committee 

Meeting Dates 

Meetings are scheduled for the 2nd Wednesday 

of each month at 5pm. All meetings will be held 

remotely via Google Meet until further notice. 

Contact Dacia Griego for a link to join. 

Date Time 

September 8, 2021 6:00-8:00 PM 

October 6, 2021 6:00-8:00 PM 

November 10, 2021 5:00-6:30 PM 

December 8, 2021 5:00-6:30 PM 

January 12, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 

February 9, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 

March 9, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 

April 13, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 

May 11, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 

June 8, 2022 5:00-6:30 PM 

2021-2022 Title VI  

Parent Advisory Committee 
Name Title 

Dacia Griego Chairperson 

Duran Caferro Vice Chairperson 

Amber Shaffer Secretary/Treasurer 

Toni Alvernaz Parent Rep 

Stephen Chase Parent Rep 

- Vacant- Parent Rep 

Alina Espino Student Rep 

Barbara Frank Teacher Rep 
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The Title VI Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) is made up of 

parents, guardians, students, and teachers within the MCPS 

Native community. The Title VI PAC provides support to the 

MCPS Indian Education Dept. throughout the year and hosts 

the Native Senior Dinner at the end of each school year to 

honor that year’s graduating class of Native American sen-

iors.  

 

All parents/guardians and members of the Missoula Na-

tive American community are welcome to attend and 

participate in Title VI Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) 

meetings and events. Our meetings are open to the 

public. Our final meeting of the school year will be on 

June 8th at 5pm. 

Several of our voting committee members will be reach-

ing the end of their term this year leaving several va-

cancies for next year’s PAC. We are currently seeking 

nominations for parent representatives, student repre-

sentatives, and teacher representative.  

 Parent/Guardian Representatives are filled by those 

who have at least one child who is an MCPS student 

with a completed Title VI ED 506 Indian Student Eli-

gibility Certification Form. The child can be an en-

rolled Tribal Member or a 1st or 2nd degree de-

scendent of an enrolled tribal member.  

 Student Representatives positions are filled by Na-

tive American youth who are enrolled and in good 

standing at an MCPS high school.  

 Teacher representatives are filled by current teach-

ers in the district.   

Committee members attend monthly meetings, support 

the NASS Dept. and participate in fundraising and plan-

ning for the Native Senior Dinner.  

Applications/nominations are due by Sunday, July 31st. 

Elections will be held on Wednesday, September 14th, 

2022.  

Nominations can be submitted by completing this form: 

PAC Nomination Form or by emailing your nomination 

to PAC Chairperson, Dacia Griego at 

dgriego@mcpsmt.org 

https://forms.gle/UgLS8wTqNYSAtbgJ9
mailto:dgriego@mcspmt.org
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This spring we made the difficult decision to cancel our powwow, but 

knew it was the right choice as we continue to prioritize our commu-

nity’s health. We still wanted to provide an opportunity for our 

youth and families to gather, learn, and practice powwow skills. 

So we created the MCPS Native Youth Powwow Club.  

 

We hosted six sessions of Native Youth Powwow Club in March 

and April. Youth were able to learn and practice singing, drum-

ming, and dancing with help from community members and expe-

rienced peers. We also had multiple craft spaces where attendees 

learned different beading and sewing techniques. Snacks were 

provided by the Missoula Food Bank & Community Center’s Kid’s 

Table program. We ended the season with an ice cream celebra-

tion donated by 2 Moms Ice Cream.  

 

Thank you to the following community members who helped make 

powwow club a success: George Kicking Woman, Tracy Kicking 

Woman, Latisha Buck Elk Thunder, Rebecca Bearcub, Peyton 

Whitehawk, and Rod Brod.     

 

It was so positive to have our community gather together. We are so 

proud of our children who showed up ready to practice and eager to 

learn! It was beautiful to see some of our older youth step into lead-

ership roles to mentor and teach the younger ones! It was also won-

derful to have some of our elders and other community members 

come and spent time with our kids.   

 

We are looking forward to continuing this program next year. 

We have dreams of forming a youth dance troupe and a youth 

drum group for our powwow next spring! We’d also love to start 

a regalia lending closet for student’s who do not have their 

own regalia to borrow during our youth powwow in March. 

Please let us know if you’d like to support these efforts in any 

way! We are happy to welcome sponsors, donations, and in-

structors.  

 

Contact Dacia Griego at dgriego@mcpsmt.org or 406-728-

2400 ext. 1068 for more information. 

 

Indigenous Insighter May 2022 
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The eight Montana tribal flags were placed in 

the MCPS Board Room on April 22nd. The 

honoring was hosted by the MCPS Native 

American Student Services Department. 

Chayse Buckskin started the ceremony with a 

Blackfeet prayer, followed by an honor song 

from George Kicking Woman. The flags were 

then placed by four Native American Veterans: 

Ray Kingfisher (Marines), Allen Goddard 

(Army), Fayanna Weasel (Air Force), and Aa-

ron Franklin (Army). Superintendent, Dr. Wat-

son, read a land acknowledgement recognizing 

that MCPS, being in the Missoula Valley, exists 

on the original homelands of the Séliš (Salish) 

and Ql̓ispe (Pend d’Oreille/Kalispel) people. 

MCPS Board Chairperson, Wilena Old Person, 

spoke about the importance of representation 

of our Indigenous students in MCPS buildings. 
The MCPS Native American Student Services De-

partment presented to the MCPS Board of Trus-

tees on April 26, 2022. During the public school 

board meeting Chayse Buckskin offered a prayer 

followed by an honor song from George Kicking 

Woman. Mary Fran Plumage and Chairperson 

Wilena Old Person spoke about the meaning be-

hind the tribal flags and significance of their place-

ment in the board room. We were honored to 

have the support of our school board and district 

administrators during this ceremony. 
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George Kicking Woman sings an honor song at the MCPS Board Meeting 

on April 26th, 2022. 

Photo retrieved from: https://www.facebook.com/MissoulaCommunityTelevision/photos/

pcb.7176096415797978/7176096309131322/ 

Montana tribal flags were placed in the MCPS board room on April 22, 

2022 by four Native American Veterans. 

Photo retrieved from: https://www.facebook.com/missoulacountypublicschools/photos/

a.150647224987155/5287809524604207/  

It is the goal of MCPS to have the Montana 

tribal flags placed in each building across our 

district. Over the years the flags have been 

placed in most of the schools. During the 2022-

2023 school year we will present the flags to 

the final 3 buildings.  

For more information about the tribal flags:  

 MT OPI Seals of Tribal Nations 

 Montana Tribal Flags and Seals (UMT) 

MCPS Native American Student Services Department Staff, MCPS School 

Board Chairperson Wilena Old Person and George Kicking Woman after the 

Montana tribal flag ceremony on April 22, 2022. 

(L to R): Glenda Weasel, Dacia Griego, Ray Kingfisher, Melissa Hammett, Mary Fran 

Plumage, Wilena Old Person, Chayse Buckskin, and George Kicking Woman. 

https://opi.mt.gov/Portals/182/Page%20Files/Indian%20Education/Art/Seals_of_Tribal_Nations_Student_Lesson.pdf?ver=2020-04-09-094500-690
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1psS_ukSyATVhEG2h83t4GYnELVTOQMyc/view?usp=sharing
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Oki Niksokowaaksiiksi, 
 

We are closing in on the end of the 2021-22 school year. There have been 
many ups and downs this school year. Some days you feel like you have 
things under control and boom, everything is falling apart. That is how I can 
explain this school year. I am so proud of all the students that kept putting 
one foot in front of the other and making things happen. For those that had 
some tough times I get it and I know you tried your best. I encourage you to 
keep going, get back on track and fulfill those goals.   
 

In the schools, at Porter we have been doing some Blackfoot language as 
well as looking at the history of "Indian Education." The students that have been stopping in 
regularly have been coming back with more and more questions about "why?" This tells me that 
they are thinking about some of the things that affect us as Native people. 

  
At Washington Middle School, I have been following that same model. I have not had the turn 
out I was hoping for as there are not as many students there as previous years. Covid and 
missing a year has put my presence at a disadvantage as I have to get to know these new stu-
dents as in previous years I knew them once they started. It takes time to gain that trust with 
students and Washington was a challenge this year. 
 

At Hellgate High, I had a good following. The students that had interest in "Lunch Group" got to 
learn some good knowledge about Blackfoot history, language, and ceremony. We had some 
good laughs at various takes on how film/Hollywood stereotypes Native Americans. Even today 
we realize that people still think we live in teepees. All in all I have had some great times with 
the students this year.  
 

I went two years without getting covid. I relaxed for a few days and ended up getting it. I had a 
tough time as I do have some underlying medical conditions. It was scary at times but my family 
made it through. We are grateful for all that checked in on us and provided support. I hope you 
all stay healthy and happy.  
 

I missed the "Senior Dinner" this year, one of my favorite events that we host. I know the stu-
dents will go on to do great things. I will watch for you all as we continue to walk in this life. I 
wish you all nothing but success, good health and happiness.  
 

With that, I hope you all have a great summer.  
 

Ray           
 

Join us on Facebook! 

Facebook.com/groups/mcpsNativeAmericanStudentServices 

Facebook.com/groups/mcpsmtTribalLanguages 

http://www.facebook.com/groups/MCPSnativeamericanstudentservices
https://www.facebook.com/groups/mcpsmttriballanguages


 

 

Tansi! Hello! Well, this year feels like it flew right by!  

This spring I read some of my favorite books during my K-2 IEFA Read 
Aloud visits. Titles included: Raven: A Trickster Tale from the Pacific 
Northwest, The Moccasins, Powwow’s Coming, and Frybread: A Native 
American Family Story. It was so nice to return to in person visits this year 
and spend time with students in the classroom and during recess. I also 
continued visiting some of the MOA classes to share IEFA read alouds 
and lessons with online students as well.  

I really enjoyed working closely with more families this year in my role as 
our department's social workers. I love having the opportunity to get to 
know families and advocate for them in school settings. I’m always keep-
ing myself updated and involved with community resources so that I can 
share that knowledge with my colleagues and families as needs arise. 
Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you ever need anything.  

I’ve continued to facilitate our district’s anti-bias working group, IVALUE. 
This spring we hosted another training series with 60 MCPS staff members 
and administrators participating. The training series covers identity and 
perspectives, understanding and recognizing bias, interrupting oppression, 
creating culturally safe classrooms, and making a plan for institutional strat-
egies for change.  
 
The year was also busy with events. We kept our events small but it was 
still amazing to see our community come together again. I hope to see 
many of you at our end of the year celebration on Thursday, June 9th at 
the old Cold Springs Elementary School. We’re having a BBQ with basket-
ball and traditional games.  

I hope you all had a great school year and send my best wishes for a hap-
py and healthy summer break! 

Miss Dacia 

Indigenous Insighter June 2022 

Dacia Griego, BSW (she/her) 
Native American Education Specialist 
Social Worker 
 
dgriego@mcpsmt.org 
406.728.2400 ext. 1068 

mailto:dgriego@mcpsmt.org
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Oki, 
  

Happy spring! I hope you all are keeping well and safe. My name is 
Chayse Buckskin and I’m a Native American Student Specialist at Lowell, 
Franklin, and Lewis and Clark Elementary.  
  

I’m the newest to the team and have enjoyed building relationships within 
the MCPS family. It has been a true joy to get to know the students, fami-
lies, teachers, and faculty. I look forward to continuing to do so in the 
coming months as the school year winds down.  
  

Over the winter I’ve been visiting classrooms to do read-alouds and share 
about powwows. The students enjoyed learning about dancing, singing, 
and the joy during pow wow celebrations. I encourage you all to attend to a powwow with your 
children over the summer if you get a chance. It’s a great way to learn and experience culture of 
Indigenous people.  
  

This spring we launched powwow club for all students and it has been exciting to see the kids 
take part. I’m also working on a garden mural with Indigenous stories of plants at Franklin school.  
  

Finally, I want to give a huge congratulations to our Native high school graduates. The depart-
ment hosted a beautiful honor night for the graduates and I wish them the best on their future en-
deavors. Their resilience and perseverance should serve as inspiration for us all.  
  

As we round out the school year I look forward to continue meeting with students. I am here to be 
a bridge and advocate for the children—if you ever need anything don’t hesitate to reach out.  
  

Chayse Buckskin 

Our much anticipated Frybread Friday fundraisers made a 

successful return this spring! We were able to provide a 

grab-and-go style sale that sold out in less than 2 hours!  

 

Thank you to everyone who supported our fundraiser! 

The proceeds go directly toward our community events. 

We look forward to more sales next school year! 

 

Ray fried up close to 300 pieces of frybread! 

Some of the frybread crew (L to R): Glenda Weasel, 

Amber Shaffer, Dacia Griego, and Mary Fran Plumage. 
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Tansi: 

Everyone is winding down for the summer vacation. Keep in mind we still 
have school and other year-end activities to finish. Since my last report so 
much has happened within our NASS Dept. with our activities. I am so glad 
we are back into the schools and are able to see everyone face to face 
without having to wear a mask. Still be mindful that the Corona Virus is still 
out there and people are still able to spread the disease.  

The NASS Dept. has started a MCPS NYP Powwow Club that has been 
happening on Sundays. We started on April 3rd, 2022, April 10th, 2022, May 
1st, 2022, May 15th, 2022 and our last one for the year will be on May 22, 
2022. Thank you to all that have attended to make this event as success. 

We also had a Flag hanging Ceremony held on April 22nd, 2022 in the Missoula County Public 
Schools Boardroom. We hung the Montana Tribal Flags with the help of Native American Veter-
ans. We had a prayer and smudging of the flags before we hung them up. Was a very humble 
event. We then presented to the MCPS Board of Trustees at their Tuesday monthly meeting on 
April 26th, 2022 with a presentation of the Montana Tribal Flags for each reservation represented. 
We almost have all our MCPS schools situated with all the Montana Tribal Flags. 

In the month of May the NASS Dept. did a presentation to the CSKT Tribal Education Committee 
on what we are doing in our MCPS school district and they reciprocated with a presentation of all 
they are doing within their community school district. We have a scheduled meeting with the CSKT 
Tribal Council at the end of the month to do our presentation to them also. 

The “Honoring of Our Native American Senior Dinner” was another successful event. It is such a 
great experience to see all of our MCPS NA graduating seniors in one setting. Every year we have 
our MCPS Board of Trustees, Principals, Senior Counselors, Community Collaborators, Parents, 
family and friends all in attendance. Thank you to NASS Dept. and the Title VI (PAC) Parent Advi-
sory Committee for all your hard work. 

End of year Celebration 06.09.2022 @ the Old Cold Springs School 4:30pm-7:00pm 

In April  MCPS 8th grade students got  a special treat. Thank you to 
SPARK! For bringing SupaMan into our schools. Definitely was 
good medicine to hear the music and listen to him speak.  



 

 

OKII 

The school year is almost at the end! Ready for summer?  

It’s been such a great experience to teach NAS class at Willard Alterna-
tive High School this year. The atmosphere is amazing, friendly, and invit-
ing. The third block at Willard, I got to teach a beading class. The stu-
dents made fun and amazing beaded items for themselves, friends, and 
family. I am looking forward to teaching NAS class at Willard next year.  

Sentinel High School has a RISE group that participates in the biweekly 
meetings. We have several students who are a part of the group that con-
tinue to show leadership and interest in Native issues. We are in the pro-
cess of hosting the first RISE group Indigenous foods pot luck at Sentinel 
High School at the end of May 2022. We are hoping to invite students and 
their families from the other high schools to join our pot luck. The potluck 
would include the families’ favorite traditional foods to share with others.  

Its been a great year for our Native American Student Services department. We are expanding 
our department and welcome our newcomers. 

 

Melissa Hammett, M.ED 
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At Russell and Chief Charlo we have been learning about pow wows 
and what you will see at a pow wow. We talked about the  different 
styles of dancing and the students got to look and feel moccasins. 
They got to see a jingle dress and a grass dance outfit.  Some shared 
that they have been to pow wows before and some wanted to know 
when the next pow wow is so they could go. At Jeanette Rankin we 
have been talking about our Montana Tribal flags and the students 
have been making their own flags that represent who they are and the 
traditions they do in their own families. 
  
At Meadow Hill I have been meeting with my lunch group and giving 
the 8

th
 graders the end of the year push. Almost there 8

th
 graders! With 

the sun shine coming out, lunch group will be spent outside on 
some days. Good luck to our graduating seniors class of 2022! 

Pinamiya!  

Mary Fran Plumage 
 



 

 

Good Day Everyone! 

Over the last few months, Big Sky and Willard Native American 
groups have been busy meeting goals in their traditional western 
education standards as well as connecting with traditional 
knowledge systems. Through organizing, students have connect-
ed to one another and our unique histories. Lessons will better po-
sition our rising scholars to take part in creating a better future. 
Below is what we have been up to: 

 At Willard, students traveled to Diamond 4D ranch to participate in a Blackfeet Buffalo 
Ceremony. Students participated in the offering ceremony and gutting and skinning. We 
learned about many of the countless uses of the Buffalo. There were many lessons in grati-
tude and appreciations for many of the comforts we take for granted.  

 

 RISE – A statewide youth group who organized and facilitated a Native Youth Confer-
ence. Students have been meeting virtually, bi-weekly for over a year. Through RISE, stu-
dents have learned about organizing, facilitating, public speaking, and professional meeting 
form. Students have gained so much confidence in leadership as well as a sense of belong-
ing and positive self-image.  

 

 Morning Circles – BSHS students meet weekly to play some basketball, check in on their 
assignments, and check in with one another through a talking circle. Students look forward to 
this time to refresh, reflect, and look ahead.  

MCPS Native American families represent 49 distinct, unique, and beautiful Tribal Nations. 
While there is great diversity among each sovereign tribe in their languages, cultures, histories, 
and governments, one thing we agree on is we are all rooted in gratitude. With that, I would like 
to express my gratitude to all my colleagues for showing students caring, support, and guidance 
this school year. I would also like to thank the families we serve for demonstrating the value and 
importance of education to your children. Neaese! 

Have a great summer! 

 
Duran Caferro (he, him, his) 
MCPS Native American Community Specialist 
MCPS Native American Student Services Dept.   
(406)728-2400 ext. 1064 
dcaferro@mcpsmt.org   

 

Stoodis - a colloquial portmanteau meaning 
"let's do this"  
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Families can still register their children for kindergarten at their neighborhood school through June 10th. 

Children must be age 5 on or before Sept. 10, 2022, to register. Register right away to be updated on 

Kindergarten Roundup events coming up soon!  

For more information: https://www.mcpsmt.org/Page/9045  

https://www.mcpsmt.org/Page/9045?fbclid=IwAR0I06OjrkHIwUIpOEOFw8XIzSKly4s25yhWTEDLZytuhlbWk4FiehyiRR8


 

 

The Summer Learning Program is part of MPL’s mission to promote children’s literacy, help prevent 
the “summer slide” in reading skills, and provide lifelong learning opportunities for readers of all ag-
es. The theme this year is Oceans of Possibilities! For more information visit: https://
www.missoulapubliclibrary.org/home/programs-events/summer-learning-program/ 

https://www.missoulafoodbank.org/get-help/summertime-nutrition-for-kids-kids-table/
https://www.missoulapubliclibrary.org/home/programs-events/summer-learning-program/
https://www.missoulapubliclibrary.org/home/programs-events/summer-learning-program/
https://www.missoulapubliclibrary.org/home/programs-events/summer-learning-program/


 

 



 

 



 

 


